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the Don too, but I tell you as her mother : I've long been
-"wanting her, but we haven't much time to be worried about
girls just now;  we're fighting the counter-revolution and
we shall finish it off without mercy. As soon as we're
finished with it and a Soviet government is set up everywhere,
*then I shall be sending to you for the hand of your Dunia."
" This isn't the time to talk about such things/'
" Yes it is ! " Mishka scowled.  " It's not the time to get
engaged, but we can talk about the matter. I can't pick
and choose my time. To-day I'm here, and to-morrow I
may be sent across the Don. That's why I'm warning you.
You're not to give Dunia's hand to anyone else, or it'll be
the worse for you.  If a letter comes from my regiment
saying I've been killed you can do what you like. But you
can't now, because we love each other.  I haven't brought
her any presents, but if there's anything you'd like from
any of the bourgeois merchants' houses, just say so and
I'll go at once and bring it here. ..."
tl God forbid!  I've never touched other people's goods
yet."
" Well, as you like. Give a deep bow from me to Dunia
if you see her before me. And now, good-bye, auntie.
Don't forget what I've said."
Ilinichna went into the hut without replying, and Mishka
mounted his horse and rode off to the square.
He found it swarming with Red Army soldiers who had
come down from the hills into the village for the night,
Their animated voices sounded in the streets. Three of
them going with a portable machine-gun down to an outpost
* on the river held up Mishka and examined his documents.
Outside Siemion Chugun's hut he came across four more.
Two of them were wheeling oats in a wheelbarrow, and two
more were helping Siemion's wife to carry a sewing-machine
and a sack of flour. The woman recognised Mishka and
greeted him.
" What's that you've got there ? " Mishka asked.
'' We're taking these things along to this working woman's
hut. We're giving her the bourgeois machine and the flour,"
one of the Red Army men boldly replied.